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INTRODUCTION 
The unfortunate reality is that most people never take the time to consciously consider their own set of values, beliefs, 

and goals. While many individuals live by some standard(s), they generally do not examine them or try to understand 

why they are being obeyed. As a result, many important decisions are made using only arbitrary guidelines that do not 

carry any genuine weight. However, an individual may manage to escape this sort of free-floating, directionless path by 

creating a personal manifesto. 
 

PERSONAL MANIFESTO 
A manifesto can be defined as “a public declaration of intentions.” Historically, manifestos have been issued by political 

parties, social groups, candidates for office, and others who wish for their core values to be publically announced. 

Therefore, a personal manifesto is an open declaration of one’s own beliefs. A personal manifesto is inherently tied to 

the individual by whom it is crafted, allowing for an expression of the ideas and motivations by which she/he hopes to 

live. It stands to reason that no two personal manifestos will ever be exactly alike. 

 

ASSIGNMENT 
You are going to craft your own personal manifesto based on the values/principles/beliefs to which you are most 

dedicated. Before you begin, make sure to review all of the supplied materials and take your time brainstorming ideas. 

To create this document, you will create a list of your core tenets and then provide brief explanations for each. When 

writing your personal manifesto, make sure you adhere to the following guidelines: 

- Your manifesto must be in the proper format (see attached). 
- Your prose must be at least one (1) page in length (see attached). 
- You must include between five and ten (5-10) core beliefs and a description for each. 

- Follow all standard grammar, punctuation, and syntax conventions. 

 
 

CATEGORY DESCRIPTION POINTS EARNED POSSIBLE POINTS  

 

GUIDELINES 

You must follow the guidelines listed above, 

using the appropriate formatting.  
 15 

 

EFFORT 

The copy that you submit must be clean, neat 

and typed. 

 10 

 

QUALITY 

The quality of your work must be consistent 

with your level. You should write with focus, 

organization, and appropriate amount of detail. 

 10 

 

READING 

You must read your personal manifesto in front 

of your peers. 

 15 

 50 
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FORMAT 
Take note of the following format. Your completed personal manifesto should adhere to this structure, allowing for a 

clean and neat presentation; essentially, your ideas are to be showcased in a manner that allows for clarity and ease 

of reading.  

 

Name in Corner 

 

Goal/Belief Number One 
 

Underneath, you are to write a couple of sentences clarifying the first tenet of your 

Personal Manifesto. Be both thorough and succinct – the idea is for the reader to walk 

away with a loose understanding of your main beliefs. 

 

Goal/Belief Number Two 
 

Follow the same directions listed above 

 

Goal/Belief Number Three 
 

So on and so forth. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 
Although the actual written portion of a personal manifesto is not long, it must include answers to some weighty 

questions. After all, you are trying to describe your most sacred beliefs in an extremely limited space. To generate 

some thought, you may want to engage with the following questions: 

 

[What goals do you have for yourself?] 

[Are there any rules that you find useful? Any that you find to be worthless?] 

[Which qualities in a human being do you believe to be most important?] 

[What type of community do you want to be a part of?] 

[What do you value about every day life?] 

[How do you want others to think of you?] 

[Which relationships in your life do you most highly value?] 

[Are there any behaviors that you absolutely detest?] 

[Has anything ever happened to you that you think is worth remembering regularly?] 

[How do you want to fit into the world? How do you want the world to be affected by you?] 

 


