
Mr. Drinkwater  AP Language 

Annotated News Articles 
 

One of the key elements of the AP Language and Composition course is being knowledgeable about the world around you 
and being able to form a well-educated, articulate position about a topic. This assignment is intended to give you a 

foundation about topics that impact our society. The goal at hand is to increase our knowledge of news media, expand our 

vocabularies, and research additional information about the subjects covered throughout the year. 

 

To reach this goal, we are going to regularly read and annotate news articles. While each individual annotation will be 

checked off for completion, after every fifth article we will submit a Google Doc compiling five annotations in the style of an 

MLA-formatted annotated bibliography. 

 

As such, each individual entry must include the following: 

  

--- A properly-formatted MLA citation! 

--- A 200-250 word analysis of the article – What is the purpose? What is the occasion? What techniques are  

 employed? What are your brief thoughts? Use the SOAPSTone as a starting-point. 

--- A link to the article’s URL! 

--- An alphabetically-ordered placement in the five article-sequence! 

 

Additionally, although you are free to select any news article you would like, remember to use reputable sources. Moreover, 

each article should cover a different topic from the following list: education, economy, science and technology, 

war/conflict, medicine/health, politics, gender issues, sports, entertainment, arts. 

 

Please refer to the MLA guidelines for citation, paying specific attention to standards for electronic sources: 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/08/ 
 

[][][] 

 

 

Hedges, Chris. “2011: A Brave New Dystopia.” Truthdig. 27 Dec. 2010. Web. 1 Apr. 2015. 

 

In this article published at the end of 2010, journalist Chris Hedges explores the possibility that 

we are actually living in the sort of dystopia that was once relegated to speculation. Hedges 

appeals to the reader by comparing the present socio-political climate to those of Huxley’s World 

State and Orwell’s Oceania: “Celebrity courtiers, masquerading as journalists, experts and 

specialists, identify our problems and patiently explain the parameters. All those who argue 

outside the imposed parameters are dismissed as irrelevant cranks, extremists or members of a 

radical left.” This article is the very sort of writing that will help students consider the value of 

using dystopian fiction as a critical lens, and thus is will be considered during the creation of the 

final project at hand. 

 

http://www.truthdig.com/report/item/2011_a_brave_new_dystopia_20101227 
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