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AP LANGUAGE 
Practices and Policies 

 

Welcome to your junior year English class: Advanced Placement Language and Composition! As 
detailed in the College Board’s Course Description, AP Language is a year-long course with the goal of 
enabling “students to become skilled readers of prose written in a variety of rhetorical contexts and 

skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes.” Working towards this goal, you will critically 
examine a multitude of texts – many of which are nonfiction – while investigating not only what is being 
said, but to whom, why, and how. 

 
While the coursework at hand is worthwhile in its own right, its true value is revealed when applied 
practically. As you learn to analyze rhetorical strategies, craft evidence-based arguments, and synthesize 
arguments after considering various sources, you will test your developing skills by investigating various 

aspects of your own lives. Which aspects? Well, the societies of which you are members, the relationships 
you maintain, and the beliefs you hold dear. Consequently, AP Language students are expected to maintain 
critical engagement by reading and writing with focus, purpose, and resolve.  
 
As your teacher, I see myself as a facilitator of thought – rather than unilaterally delivering information 
to students, my role is to set them upon the pathways of critical engagement. Therefore, you must always 

come to class ready to think, share ideas, and receive feedback, as we will be delving into the deepest 

areas of intellectual exploration.  
 

READING 

With the primary concern of AP Language being rooted in critical analysis of writing, it stands to reason 
that true success will be impossible without reading every assigned text. Moreover, the expectation is 
that each text will be read thoroughly and judiciously, thereby ensuring productive and provocative 
discussions during class meetings. To achieve this elevated level of reading comprehension, class 
members are expected to read texts multiple times, thoroughly annotate all readings, and actively 
consider the assignments at hand. Additionally, annotations will occasionally be submitted and utilized 

during classroom activities. 

 
Online resources such as SparkNotes are not to be used as substitutes for the readings. Relying on these 
resources is absolutely unacceptable. Remember, the most important part of completing the assigned 
readings is not simply learning what they are about, but exercising mental faculties while considering 
how, to whom, and why they were written. After all, it is only when readers go through the process of 
asking questions, making inferences, and forming their own opinions that genuine textual interaction has 
occurred.  
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WRITING & AP EXAM PREPARATION 
This course is taught with the assumption that all students will be taking the AP English Language and 

Composition Exam in May. As such, the course will have an exam preparation component, including the 
completion of AP-style multiple choice questions and timed-writing assignments. However, the 
preparation process will cover material and develop skills which are useful well beyond the confines of 
the exam administered in May. 
 
More pointedly, the course will regularly require students to read, analyze, and respond to actual free-
response questions featured on the AP Language and Composition Exams that have been released by the 

College Board. Free-response questions administered in simulated exam conditions (i.e., timed and 
completed independently) will be assessed and awarded not only a points-based score but also an AP 
Writing Score (1-6); these prompts will then be returned for further class analysis.  
 
Finally, there will be ample opportunity to write for purposes other than explicit AP Exam preparation. 
These assignments may include journaling, warm-up activities, responding to blog posts, conducting 
formal research, and completing end-of-unit assignments. 

 

GRADING 
We will be working with a points-based system this year. As such, each assignment will be worth certain 
number of points (as opposed to percentages), with major assignments being attributed more points than 

minor assignments. With that being said, no assignment should be neglected simply because its point 
valuation is lower than another. 
 
Provided below are some examples/approximations of point values: 
 
Major Assignments (Tests/Essays/Projects): 100 Points 
AP Writing Prompt Practice: 10-50 Points 

Reading Check Quizzes: 10-30 Points 
In-Class Work: 5-10 Points 
Journals: 5-10 Points 

 
* NOTE: Point values may be changed at the discretion of the instructor. Any time that this occurs, 
students will be notified in advance. 
 

ASSIGNMENT DEADLINES 
- Unless otherwise formally noted, all assignments are due by the date/time listed on Google Classroom. 
- If you believe you will need an extension, contact me before the day the assignment is due; otherwise, I 

may not accept your work. 
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TECHNOLOGY 

As members of the class of 2022, you have likely used electronic devices for most of your education. As 
such, you should be relatively comfortable with utilizing technology during our day-to-day interactions. 
Given that we have the distinction of living, working, and learning during an unprecedented global 
pandemic, it is absolutely essential that we utilize technology in a way that promotes active engagement. 
 
In other words, our devices must always be used responsibly. When the hybrid model is implemented, 
devices will be used as directed during our class meetings. In those instances in which we engage with 

one another outside of the class – such as via Zoom – the remote protocols will be in full effect. For more 

information on this, please refer to the AP Language: Remote Protocols slideshow.  

 

Although cell phones are now a ubiquitous part of daily living, our digital activities are designed to be 

completed on laptops/tablets. As such, cell phones are not to be used during our class meetings, 
regardless of if said meetings are in-person or remote.   
 

At your earliest convenience, please visit (and bookmark) the digital loft for our class: 

www.DrinkwaterOnline.com 
 
 

ABSENCES 

Absences are bound to occur throughout the school year. However, it is your responsibility to make up all 
assigned work. During your absence, you should contact me, check Google Classroom, touch base with 
classmates, and refer to my website. Parents and guardians may also contact the Guidance Office for 
assignments (this may be necessary during extended absences). 
 
Additionally, it would be disingenuous to suggest that absences will treated the same this year as they 

have been in previous years. After all, it is possible (if not likely) that some of us may have to miss school 
because of illness or contact-tracing that that requires a quarantine-period. As such, we will aim to make 
up missed work within a week’s time, knowing that there will be flexibility offered when absences are 
caused by more serious circumstances. 

 

MATERIALS 

You will need some basic materials every time we meet in person - no exceptions! 
 

- BYOD Laptop/Tablet – Please bring your device and its charger! 
- Headphones – Required – please let me know if you do not have access to headphones! 
- Book(s) – Please bring whichever book we are currently reading! 

- Pen/Pencil – Please stick to blue/black ink for pens! 
 
 

http://www.drinkwateronline.com/
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CLASSROOM CONDUCT 

As high school juniors, you know what is considered acceptable classroom behavior and what is not. 
Furthermore, since AP Language and Composition is a college-level course the expectation is that 
classroom conduct will be adjusted accordingly. Make sure that you conduct yourself in a manner that is 
not only respectful to your peers and the classroom, but yourself as well. 
 
The above paragraph is a perennial staple of the “Practices and Policies” guidelines. However, given that 

we are in the midst of a public health crisis, it is more important than ever that we are mindful of how our 
behavior may impact others. When learning remotely, we will ensure that our meetings are as fruitful as 
possible by maintaining focus on the task at hand, fully engaging in discussions, and avoiding the 

distractions available to us at home. When together in the classroom, we will ensure that we are doing 
everything we can to prevent the spread of COVID-19 by following all public health-related protocols such 
as keeping safe distances, wearing our masks, and cleaning our immediate areas. 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
I will be available for additional assistance after school most days of the week. Although an option less 
popular with many students, I can also be available for assistance before the school day begins. 

Additionally, keep in mind that I will sometimes have other obligations to attend to, but will do my best to 
provide support. 
 
Given that we are still navigating our way through a pandemic, it is my intention to keep “Office Hours” 

relegated to the digital realm. As such, meetings occurring during these times will take place via Zoom. 
More information to come regarding specific days/times for such meetings. 
 

FINAL THOUGHTS 
This is your junior year experience, and it is up to you to make of it what you will. During this year, we will 
read and write with purpose, honing our skills so as to become fully developed investigators of the written 
word! In the process, we will put ourselves in better positions to not success not only as students, but as 

citizens of a republic whose vitality is wholly dependent upon the promotion of dynamic and democratic 
public discourse. 
 

Provided that you are engaged in class, mindful of the circumstances in which we are working, willing to 
adapt to unforeseen changes, and ultimately respectful of the academic environment, we should be poised 
for a successful year of English! 
 


